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President: Dee Woytysiaka    Directors-at-Large 
  Vice President:  Steve Koluch    Shirley Martin 

 Secretary:  Jack McKeon     Mark Kruep 
  Treasurer: Darlene Kruep)    Mary Monett 
  IT Database Manager, Gary Staley 
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About our Members 
     Arta Mary Norviel, 87, a former 
Illinois Trekker, died 
on Jan 4., 2008.  She 
and Tony, who 
passed away in 2004, 
were active members 

in the early years of the club.  They 
were Simon Levka awardees in 1987. Our 
condolences to the family.   
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  About 40 Illinois Trekkers celebrated 

Christmas on December 7 at the Empire Room of 
the Bel Clair-Panorama Lanes.  A great meal was 
followed by a short business meeting (minutes 
below).  The 2007 officers were thanked, and the 
2008 officers were introduced (pictured).   The  
2007   Simon   Levka   Award   was   presented   to 
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2007 Retiring Officers 

L-R:  Shirley McKeon, Secretary; Gary Staley, 
Treasurer; Trudy Duffman, Vice-President; Charles 
“Packy” Botula, President. 

 
2008 Officers 

L-R:  Gary Staley, Information Technology Database 
Manager; Debbie Kruep, Secretary: Jack McKeon, 
Treasurer; Steve Koluch, Vice-President; Dee Wojtysiak, 
President. 

Leonard and Dee Wojtysiak for their service to 
Volkssporting.  Patti Malina introduced a “new” gift 
exchange event (Now we know who can tell left from 
right).  Everyone brought their favorite Christmas 
cookies, which were enjoyed by all.  Patti led us in 
singing Christmas carols, ending with Silent Night. 
Thanks to Shirley Martin, Patti Malina, Carole Staley, 
Alice Parle, and Betty Boyd.   
 

 
2008 Directors at Large 

L-R:  Shirley Martin, Mark Kruep, and Mary Monett. 
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Immediate opening.  No experience necessary. 
The Illinois Trekkers has an opening for a 
historian/photographer.  Every historian holds an 
important and exciting position assembling and taking 
club pictures.  You help ensure the legacy of your club 
be captured, recorded, and preserved.  In doing so, you 
honor the memory and work of your club colleagues.  
Call Dee 618.530.3325. 
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A bracelet was found after the Christmas Party.  If it is 
yours, call Shirley Martin 
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A planning meeting was held November 27, 2007 with 
the 2008 officers, directors and POCs.  At this meeting 
we prepared the 2008 calendar of walks and scheduled 
group YREs.  This year the Year Rounds (YR) walks will 
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be with a group planned for a breakfast or sunset 
time.  Check the 2008 calendar of walks for dates and 
times on the clubs website: http://www.illinois-
trekkers.org/.  The Bylaws and Constitution have 
been added to the website.   
The National Executive Council (NEC) was held on 
December 1, 2007 in Mason, OH.  Leonard & I 
attended.  Graham Faucett, Canadian representative 
was at this meeting.  The council passed a motion 
that seasonal events can be sanctioned any time 
during the year, with sanctioning 90 days prior and 
brochure approval 60 days prior the event.  This will 
give clubs the opportunity to hold multi-day events or 
schedule an event for 11 months or less.  Four new 
special events, (Museums, American Gardens, 
Waterfalls, and Veterans Memorial) were approved 
for 2009.  The AVA Bylaws chairman is our club 
member, Leonard Wojtysiak. 
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This is a list of members that accomplished an award 
that appeared in The American Wanderer.  
 Congratulations to each one 
Name Events Distance 
Shirley McKeon 125  
Sharon Crowson 175  
Dee Wojtysiak 400 4000 KM 
Kathryn Dirk 500 3500 KM 
Bruce Kirk 600 6000 KM 
Larry McKenna 1000 10000 KM 
Trudy Duffman  1500 KM 
Leonard Wojtysiak  14000 KM 

� � $ 	 %� � � �� 	 &' � 	 � � �( 	  � � � � 	
New Years Eve Walk – nice day, friendly walkers, and 
good food will make any walk a great success!  Dee 
had the chicken noodle soup piping hot by the time 
the first walkers had finished their first loop.  So the 
eating began!  We had two five Kilometer loops, one 
to the south of our home, and one to the north of our 
home, with the north loop having the railroad and 
cemetery special events.  A lot of people commented 
that they had walked in areas of O’Fallon they had 
never seen, including an O’Fallon Alderman. 
He thanked our club and us for hosting the event in 
O’Fallon. 
Shortly after 3 PM we all moved from the garage to 
our living room to start the potluck.  We were all 
packed in like sardines but from the small quantity of 
food left no one seem to care.  This was our New 
Year Eve party so thank you for partying with us. 
We want to thank the workers that help make this a 
fun time for our 66 guests.  Steve & Hilda Koluch, Billy 
Herring, Betty Boyd, (our son) Todd Wojtysiak was 
our parking attendant, and our neighbor, Bill Bramley 
made the chili for the potluck.  A special thanks to 
behind the scenes workers Debbie Kruep – Publicity, 

Gary Staley – Database, and Jack McKeon – Treasury.  
We do not always see them working on the day of an 
event so it is easy to lose sight of the work they do.  
Thank you all for making this walk successful! 
A very nice way to end our walking year! 
Happy New Year! 
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1.  Program:    The club participation awards program is 
designed to reward members taking an active and 
responsible part in making the Illinois Trekkers 
Volkssport Club successful.  Three areas are 
emphasized: Club leadership, Event working, and 
Meeting participation.  Each of these requires effort, 
interest, and commitment to the ideals of volkssporting, 
especially in southwestern Illinois.   
2.  Awards:  Points are established for various activities 
that club members participate in throughout the year and 
result in “Trekker Bucks”.  The “Trekker Bucks” can be 
spent on club activities, reduced year-round coupons, 
merchandise, or other things controlled through the club 
treasury.  Ten (10) points earn one “Trekker Buck.”   
Points can be earned in any of the areas listed below.  
Points are counted beginning with the Lady of the Snows 
night walk through the November club meeting the 
following year.  “Trekker Bucks” cannot be carried over to 
following years, must be used as soon as possible before 
31 December 2009. 
3.  Participation Values: Points are awarded as follow 
 Club Leadership (as elected/announced in club meeting) 
   40 points for being ea Club Officer or Directors 
   20 points for being a Committee Chairperson  
      (Publicity, Volkssport, Awards/Achievements, 
Properties & Services, Webmaster, Footnotes, Points 
Manager, Meeting Hall, Photographer, Nominating, 
Special Activities, Refreshments, Data Base 
Administrator) 
   6 point for being a New Member Recruiter 
      (As reported through the memberships Chairman) 
 Webpage Host -- family membership next year 
   Event Worker (as determined by event coordinator).  
Credit is given for only one service – whichever has the 
highest point value.  Points are awarded as follows:    
         - 4 points for working a SIINGLE shift of < 4 hours 
on the day of the event  
         - 8 points for working MORE than a single shift 
contributing significantly to the day’s event. 
         - 6 points for assisting in TEARING down the trail. 
usually a 1-3 hour job.  Actual trail clearing effort, not just 
accompanying.  Points are in addition to other event 
points. 
         - 30 point for being an EVENT Coordinator.  Event 
Coordinators earns additional points if they actually mark 
or tears down trail.  
         - 25 points for being an YRE Coordinator.  YRE 
Coordinators earn only the coordinator points 



         - 8 points for MARKING the trail PRIOR to the 
event.  Actual trail marking effort, not just pre-walking.  
Points are in addition to other event points. 
   Meeting points are awarded as follows: ****: 
      - 4 points for Attendance 
      - 12 points for Bringing Refreshment 
**** Only one value per meeting/event is awarded, the 
highest valued activity. 
   Note: Maximum “Trekker Bucks” per year is 30 
(except Website Host) 

4.  Your Action: Volunteer and help to lead the club at 
whatever levels you can, AND make sure your points get 
counted.  See you on the trails and in the meetings. 
 
Send articles and or comments to “Footnotes”  via email to 
wilclark@intertek.net. 

WEBSITES 
HQ AVA – http://ava.org/ 
Illinois Trekkers –  
http:illinois-trekkers.org/ 
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Trekker  Meeting: February 7, 2008 at PSOP 
March Meeting:  March 6, 2008 

 

I llinois Trekkers 
P. O. Box 25063 
Scott AFB, IL  62225-0063 
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Belleville “ Richland Creek”  Greenway 

618-233-6348          
Belleville-YMCA (Walk) 

618-236-9521 
Belleville-YMCA (Bike) 

618-236-9521 
Glen Carbon “ Her itage Trail”   (Walk) 

618-632-4164 
Glen Carbon “ Her itage Trail”  (Bike) 

618-344-0225 
National Shr ine of Our  Lady of the 

618-210-0679 
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Feb 7 – Regular Meeting 

Mar 6 – Regular Meeting 

March 7,8,9, MidAmerica Region Walks/Meeting  
Urbana, IL  (Illinois Association in charge of 
this meeting) 

 
March 15 Belleville Philharmonic 
 Packy & Susan Botula 

 


