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I moved down here from the 
Danville, IL area in August 07, 
to be closer to my daughters.  
I have one daughter in 
Southern Illinois and one 
daughter in Tennessee; I also 
have 2 grandchildren, one girl 
- 4years old and one boy - 6 years old.    
I am retired Air Force, I was stationed at Lowry 
AFB CO when I meet my husband, Wayne and 
first got involved with Volksmarching.  In  1980, 
we helped established the Volksmarching Club 
at Lowry AFB CO.  We were involved with the 
first Global Walk.  After we left Lowry, we got 
away from Volkmarching, moving and raising a 
family can do that. 
When I moved down here, I was first camping 
at the FAM Camp at Scott.  I saw the signs for 
the Global Walk in Sept 07.  I knew no one 
down here, but I knew a little bit about 
Volksmarching, and that started a new life for 
me.  Since then I have gotten involved with a 
quilting guild, camping club and American 
Legion in Swansea, so life does go on.   
  I now try to live life to the fullest, and 
enjoy my family, I took my grandson, to Cedar 
Point and he loves rollercoasters.  I now am 
enjoying them too. 
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(Leonard Wojtysiak) 
After nine years, an idea to bring our clubs 
together has finally died a successful death. 
In 1998, I had an idea to have an event that 
would be for our CLUBS around the area, not 
just another walk.  Well it never turned out to 

be what I had hoped for but it was successful 
walk.  We developed a patch and bar for each 
year, which would add to the original patch and in 
the end would have created a large patch.  The 
“original five” Leonard Wojtysiak, Tom Boyd, Vic 
Shaff, Andy Lucas, David Lanahan were 
instrumental in setting it all up.  Ed Todd joined 
the group after he became Regional Director.  We 
were the backbone that carried this event for 
eleven years. 
  The decision was made to make this the last 
year and what a great time we had!  The weather 
turned out fantastic, the walk was a bit muddy, the 
brats were delicious, and the fellowship was 
great!  In addition, we added the Girl Scouts to 
our walk.  If you have not walked Cahokia 
Mounds and stayed to see the movie & museum, 
you have missed a fantastic opportunity to see a 
bit of our local history. 
  I want to thank all of you that have help in 
making this walk a success, but also, to all the 
workers that have help in the past years!  
Obviously, there are too many to list in this limited 
space but you will be remembered in my heart. 
 

Dee’s Trail NotsDee’s Trail NotsDee’s Trail NotsDee’s Trail Nots    
Have your completed 
the number of walks 
that you set as your 
goal?  I have 
completed 1 walk 
every week this month.  
Each walk having 
special characteristics, 
ice cream in 

Mascoutah, Raggedy Andy and Ann festival, group 
walk with friends and the club picnic.  In addition to 
the weekend events I walk around the O’Fallon Park at 
least 4 times each week.  Now that the weather is 
warmer (sometimes hot), an early morning or sunset 
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walk is more comfortable.  This year is passing so 
fast.  Now is the time that 2009 events are being 
planned.  We are all members of the club; your 
ideas and suggestions are needed.  Where you 
would you like to walk for next year?  A planning 
meeting is being set up for July 13, 2008. 
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We walked a new trail that went to the 
Maryville YMCA.  Gary Staley checked the trail 
and was our leader.  This trail on the bike path 
was nice with shade and sunny spots.  The 
good news about this trail is that it did have 
bathrooms.  We had 14 walkers enjoying the 
beautiful morning and the group conversation.  
We are discussing the possibility of using this 
trail as one of the Year Round walks.  Thank 
you Gary 
 
Mascoutah Ice Cream Walk 
 
The night before the walk it was a rainy 
evening stopping the trail from being marked.  
Early Saturday morning the trail was marked 

and the first 2 walkers (Mark and Debbie) were 
rained on.  But the rest of us enjoyed a sunny 
warm walk.  There were 14 businesses offering 
an ice cream creation sample for the 91 walkers 
to taste.  Spring, Main Street Mascoutah 
Executive Director, stated that over 3,000 ice 
cream samples were given out.  After the ballots 
were counted the winner was Flowers, Balloon, 
Etc calling their ice cream creation “Umpire’s 
Favorite”.   
 

- Ed. 
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Members listed in the June/ July American 
Wander issues having accomplished an award 
are: 

Bill Malina   1500 events 
Patricia Malina  3500 KM 

Congratulations to each of you. 
 

 

“Footnotes” is a monthly (except January) 
publication of the Illinois Trekkers Volkssport Club 

 
FOOTNOTES SUBMISSIONS 

Send articles and/or comments to” Footnotes” via 
email to wilburclark@att.net 

 
WEBSITES 

           HQ AVA – http://ava.org/ 
           Illinois Trekkers –  
           http://www.illinois-trekkers.org/events.html 
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Trekker  Meeting: July 3, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at PSOP 
 

 

I llinois Trekkers 
P. O. Box 25063 
Scott AFB, IL  62225-0063 
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Belleville “ Richland Creek”  Greenway 

618-233-6348          
Belleville-YMCA (Walk) 

618-236-9521 
Belleville-YMCA (Bike) 

618-236-9521 
Glen Carbon “ Her itage Trail”   (Walk) 

618-632-4164 
Glen Carbon “ Her itage Trail”  (Bike) 

618-344-0225 
National Shr ine of Our  Lady of the 

618-210-0679 
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July 3 – Regular Meeting 
 
 
 
August 7 – Regular Meeting 


