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About our Members 
Betty Ann Boyd, nee Schroeder, 75, of 
Belleville, Ill., born on July 27, 1933, in 
Chester, Ill., died on Monday, Nov. 3, 
2008 
   Betty was one of the 47 charter 
members of the Illinois Trekkers 

Volkssport Club. She was also active in bowling and 
was also a member of St. 
Louis-Stuttgart Volksssport 
Club. 
    Surviving are her husband, 
Thomas O. Boyd of Belleville, 
IL whom she married on Sept. 
1, 1951, two daughters, two 
sons and eight grandchildren, 
seven great-grandchildren,   
   Interment was in Jefferson 

Barracks National Cemetery, St. Louis, Mo.  
 

Dee's Trail NotesDee's Trail NotesDee's Trail NotesDee's Trail Notes    
Plans for 2009 are 
already being made.  
Now is the time to 
stand up and let me 
know how you would 
be able to help in the 
operation of the club.  For example, in 2008 articles 
for the Footnotes were prepared by a number of 
club members.  With so many members giving a 
few minutes preparing articles no one person had 
to spend hours trying to search and prepare the 
articles for the Footnotes.  Another example is for 
the Gingerbread Cookie walk, a workshop was held 
to prepare the cookies sacks and Gingerbread 
decorations.  In one evening this was accomplished 
along with a fun time.  This is only two examples 
how many people giving a few minutes working 
together only takes a small amount of our time that 
makes the club succeed.  Volunteering to help with 
a committee can be done as a team sharing the 
responsibilities.  The Historian position is still open 
and now the Sales position is open.  Many of the 

people serving on the 2008 committees would like to 
make a change for 2009.  As with businesses, the club 
has many areas to use your talents/expertise.  Please 
agree to give the club your time, contact me at 
drw48@sbcglobal.net or by phone 618.632.4164. 
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The club has ordered 2009 Starting Point books.  This 
year the cost of the books is e $17.00.  Most of the 
books have been sold.  if you want one contact Dee 
Wojtysiak at 618 632 4164. 
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Saturday morning on November 1, 2008, the Richland 
Creek YR walk was held.  This was a beautiful warm, 
fall morning enjoyed by 15 walkers.  The walkers 
divided into 3 groups and had a good time walking and 
talking with friends.  We missed many of you that were 
not able to attend.  Maybe next time you will be able to 
participate in the many conversations we have while 
walking. 
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The 2008 points have been calculated and the 
Trekker Bucks issued.  This is a ªThank Youº to the 
members that have volunteered to help in the 
operation of the club.  The Trekkers Bucks may be 
used for Illinois Trekkers events such as paying for the 
Christmas Party or paying for walk registration.  
Merchandise such as walking books or the 2009 Start 
Point book may be purchased with Trekker Bucks.  
The Trekker Bucks will be hand out at the Shrine of 
our Lay of the Snows walk, Tuesday, November 25, 
2008.   
   Be ready to earn 2009 bucks starting with the 2008 
Shrine of our Lady of the Snows Walk.   
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Each year at the Christmas Party (Dec 5, 2008) the 
club presents the annual Simon Levka Award.  Why? 
And who was He? 
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  Si was a Trekker for just a couple of years, held 
no office, didn't contribute extra financial support, 
didn't do much extra than to participate-- but made 
an indelible mark on those that knew him. 
  Si was up in years when he participated with the 
Trekkers until his death.  At that time the Trekkers 
would commission buses to travel to distant events 
like Hermann MO and Fort Leonard Wood MO 
Si went on every trip.  One time at Fort Leonard 
Wood, he took off on the 20K trail about 15 minutes 
before the bus was to leave!!!!  Time for Si, who 
was retired, was irrelevant!!! 
  The children loved Si, who as a diabetic, ALWAYS 
had candy in his pocketsÐand was quite willing to 
share with them.   
  Si loved to gather rocks and rocks and rocks to 
decorate his yard.  If he saw a stone that struck his 
fancy on the trail, he would carry it back. The club 
has had several rock gatherers, but Si was the first.  
  Those who knew Si had their lives made a little 
richer living because of knowing him.  That is why, 
in 1984, the club created the Simon Levka Award to 
be given annually to individuals or families that in 
the opinion of the selectors most epitomized the 
spirit of walking by their service, their actions, 
and/or their approach to life. 
We hope that winners of this award will continue to 
epitomize what volkssporting is all about ± even if they 
forget the bus leaves in 15 minutes!!! 
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  The annual Belleville Gingerbread competition 
has over 85 entries this year.  In 
the recent judging of these entries in 
8 categories one of the winners was a 
Trekker!  In the General category 
sponsored by Eye on Design our 
own Debbie Kruep  won First place with her 
ªChristmas at the General Store.º  Congratulations! 
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We lucked out with the weather and participation was 
good as the club continued to work on the formula for 
the notion of YRE group walks.  The Belleville East 
YRE now offers a 5-kilometer trail as well as the 10 
kilometer distance and we had takers for both 
distances.  The YMCA provided complimentary coffee 
and Sue Botula prepared delicious homemade breads 
for those not concerned about their diets.  We also 
kept the start open from 8:00 to 9:30 A.M. which gave 
a few walkers a larger window of opportunity for the 
chance to walk.  We had a total of 19 walkers and a 
good time was had by all.  Many thanks to the staff of 
the YMCA for their continued and generous support.  
Thanks to you all for supporting the Illinois Trekkers 

   - Packy and Sue Botula 
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 This is the last issue of the Footnotes for 2008.  The 
first issue for 2009 will appear at the end of January 
2009.  
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 Just a reminder about club meetings.  The December 
meeting will be the Christmas Party on December 5 at 
the Belle Claire Bowling Alley (Old Panorama lanes).  
And there will be NO meeting in January.  The first 
regular business meeting will be February 5, 2009 at 
PSOP.   
 
ªFootnotesº is a monthly (except January) publication of the 
Illinois Trekkers Volkssport Club 

 
FOOTNOTES SUBMISSIONS 

Send articles and/or comments toº Footnotesº via email to 
wilburclark@att.net 

 
WEBSITES 

           HQ AVA ± http://ava.org/ 
           Illinois Trekkers ±  
           http://www.illinois-trekkers.org/events.html 
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Trekker Meeting: February 5, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at PSOP 
 

 

Illinois Trekkers 
P. O. Box 25063 
Scott AFB, IL 62225-0063 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

���
���$��
 
Belleville ªRichland Creekº Greenway 

618-233-6348          
Belleville-YMCA (Walk) 

618-236-9521 
Belleville-YMCA (Bike) 

618-236-9521 
Glen Carbon ªHeritage Trailº  (Walk) 

618-632-4164 
Glen Carbon ªHeritage Trailº (Bike) 

618-344-0225 
National Shrine of Our Lady of the 

618-210-0679 

December 08- February 09 Events\ 
· Friday, December 5 ± Annual Christmas Party 

Meeting, Belleville, IL, 
· Saturday, December 13 - Gingerbread Walk, 

Belleville IL 
· Wednesday, December 31 ± New Year's Eve 

Walk, O'Fallon, IL 
 

· Thursday, February 5 ± Regular Meeting  
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