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SOeptember has been an
walking month. Every
Saturday a walk has
been scheduled by a
local club. Wouldn't it
be great to have many
more months with a
planned walk every weekend? If you feel this
way, your ideas and help are needed to make
this happen.

Another great opportunity that happened in
September was that a planned weekend was
organized to head north to Morris and Geneva,
IL. On Saturday we completed 2 walks. On
the way home we stopped in Springfield, IL for
a Sunday walk. There were 8 walkers
participating in this fun weekend. Deb and
Mark Kruep, Dee and Leonard Wojtysiak,
Robin Latdrick and Paula Hadeler rode
together in a van and met Cindy & Tom Stucky
in Morris. It was an opportunity to walk and
meet walkers that live in the area we were
walking in. It also was exciting to see walking
friends that we have not seen for some time.
While on the walk we had fun talking about
everything from walking events, national
affairs, the community we were walking in and
our family. We never solved anything but have
a lot of good ideas. As in the picture, we all
had lots of smile and laughs.

Plan to see you on the trail in October. All
brochures for Illinois Trekker walks are on the
website http://www.illinois-trekkers.org.
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The next NEC meeting will be held November 13-
15, 2009, in Orlando FL. If you plan to attend mark
the calendar. Details of meeting place have not
been announced by AVA.

Cocktails (Cash Bar): 5:30-6:30 p.m.

Dinner Served: 6:30 p.m.

Location: Panorama Banquets Center (Empire
Room), Belleville IL

Cost: $16.50/person not later than Thursday, 26
November 2009 to Shirley Martin

Menu: Roast Round of Beef or Golden Fried
Chicken, Fettuccine Alfredo, Parsley Potatoes,
Mixed Garden salad with house ranch dressing,
Home-style green beans, buttered corn, Iced tea
and Coffee, Fruit Cup, AND Homemade
Christmas cookies brought to share.
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The Richland Creek YRE kickoff went as
scheduled on September 5, 2009. That
morning it rained and rained and rained some
more. Imagine if singer, dancer, actor, Gene
Kelly had come to that event for his first
Trekker volksmarch how he may have
described the experience. It may have gone
something like this changing a word here and
there: “I'm walkin’ in the rain. I'm walkin’ in the
rain. What a glorious feeling, I'm happy again.
I’'m laughin’ at clouds, so dark up above. The
sun’s in my heart and I'm ready for love”.

Well, we had fourteen hardy souls turn out
for the event despite the weather (rain, rain go
way). We even had some first time walkers.
Our very first volkssporting event also
happened to be in the rain so apparently it is
not a big deal. Everyone who was there
seemed to enjoy themselves immensely
despite drenched clothing and squishy shoes.
It only took Jack and Shirley MeKeon three
days for their shoes to dry out. A few walkers
went on the 2010 prototype trail and returned
with very favorable comments. The new trail,
by the way, highlights the Richland Creek
Greenway bike trail, historic districts and the
newly refurbished downtown area including lots
of special programs. Also, special thanks to
Robin Ladrick for being there at the start to
assist with whatever needed to be done.

We look foreword to whatever comes ext.
Get out there and see the world — by foot.
- Packy and Sue Botula. “Volkssporting since 1977.”
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Members listed in the October/November,
2009 American Wander issue having
accomplished an award are:

Events Distance
Kendra Grout 225 2500
Thomas McNutt 225 2500
Charles Dasho 350 3500
Donna Dasho 350 3500
William Badger 5000

Congratulations to each of you. Fellow
walkers watch for them on the trail.
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We had a beautiful day for a leisurely walk
through the orchards on Saturday, September 19,
2009. We had several new walkers this year and
had a total of 89 walkers. Thanks to Packy,
Susan, Dee, and Phyllis for helping me mark the
trail on Friday morning. Also a big Thank You to
Shirley Renner, Dee, Billy, Phyllis, Gary, and
Robin for manning the tables. Leonard for being
the greeter. Mark and Debbie for cleaning up the
trail, which is always appreciated at the end of a
long day. Eckert's provided us with their
wonderful tasking cider. Also, Gary for making
our maps of the walk which | heard several
walkers saying they like the maps. The weather
could not have been better.

- Shirley Martin
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Earn a beautiful 2009 National Volkssport Month
Patch at a Regular/Traditional Event hosted by an
AVA  Club

only during

the month of

October

2009. If you

want one of

these

patches,

plan to

purchase

the patch

from another

club. lllinois

Trekkers did not order any patches.

2% /*
3
/

Hi. I'm Darleen Kraemer, mother of 3,
grandmother of 7. Like the daughter of one of our
fellow volksmarchers, my father took me on the
first of our Sunday walks before | could walk.
After | married, we added woods walks, camping,
and summer vacations which | continued after |
was by myself. I've been down the Blue Ridge
Parkway and Skyline Drive, up the Natchez
Trace, on parts of the Appalachian Trail and over



a week backpacking the Katy Trail. | have 2  and latter on some Sundays, so | wasn't able to
special t-shirts—one lists the National Parks, become active untii | was able to retire.
the other is our 50 State Volksmarch shirt. September’s plans call for Colorado and the Black
Unfortunately, | worked almost every Saturday, Canyon—then there will be 7 more states to go!
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October - December 2009 Events\
October 1, Thursday, Regular Meeting
October 10, Saturday, Waterloo Festival,
Waterloo, IL. Deb & Mark Kruep

November 5, Thursday, Regular Meeting
November 14, Saturday, Belleville YMCA YRE,
BellevilleIL. Packy Botula

November 24, Tuesday, Way of Lights at Shrine,
BellevilleIL. Shirley McKeon

December 4, Friday Christmas Party @ Panorama
December 12, Saturday, Gingerbread Cookie
Walk, Belleville IL. Deb & Mark Kruep

5.
Belleville “Richland Creek” Greenway
618-236-9521

BellevilleeYMCA (Walk and Bike)
618-236-9521

CMT YMCA, 1 Town Center Dr,
Maryville, IL (Walk and Bike)
618-344-0225

National Shrineof Our Lady of the Snows
618-210-0679

[llinois Trekkers
P. O. Box 25063
Scott AFB, IL 62225-0063
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