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London and the Cotswolds – September, 2015 
Combination walking tour in contrasting settings 

The architectural glory of England’s capitol and the idyllic landscapes of the countryside 
 

 
London 
Day 1: Arrival and overnight in London 
 Overnight:  The Kensington House 

Day 2: Discover essential London in the company of a local guide who will be able to provide an in-
depth historical introduction to the capital's extraordinary history. Because London is so large, you 
will walk and use London buses and underground to get from place to place. Start with a walk taking 
in Trafalgar Square, Horseguards, Embankment, Whitehall, Houses of Parliament, Westminster 
Abbey and Buckingham Palace. For a complete contrast, finish the morning by taking the bus or 
tube to Temple for a short, guided walk around the Inns of Court followed by lunch in Fleet Street. 
In the afternoon there will be a city walk from St Paul's Cathedral taking in some Wren churches, 
some of the city's stunning new architecture, little known parks, the old Roman city wall, the 
Barbican estate and Guildhall. Then, we make our way to the Tower of London and return to 
Westminster by boat along the Thames.   
Overnight:  The Kensington House (B) 

 Day 3: Free day to visit museums, galleries, the theater, or the Olympic Village, however you’d like 
to spend the day.  
Overnight:  The Kensington House (B) 

 Day 4: Transfer to the Cotswolds in private transfer with visit to Highclere Castle en route. (B) 

The Cotswolds – Option of guided or self guided tour 

Guided Option 
Day 4: Arrive at Charingworth Manor Hotel for the first of four nights. You will be free to take a 
short walk to enjoy your first experience of the peace and tranquility of the area. Dinner awaits you 
on your return to the hotel. 4 miles 
Overnight:  Charingworth Manor (D) 

Day 5: Walk via the lovely village of Ebrington to Hidcote Manor, one of England's world 
renowned gardens. Designed and created by the horticulturist Major Lawrence Johnston in the Arts 
& Crafts style, it is made up of exquisite garden rooms, each possessing its own special character. 
Walk on to perhaps the loveliest of all Cotswold villages, Chipping Campden. Time to enjoy this 
gorgeous village before transferring back to your hotel. 6 miles 
Overnight:  Charingworth Manor (B, L, D) 
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Day 6:  Transfer to Moreton-in-the-Marsh. Pass by Sezincote, a unique example of Mughal 
architecture, then walk through Longborough and Donnington to arrive at pretty Broadwell, with its 
huge green, ford, and interesting churchyard. Continue to Stow-on-the-Wold, the highest village in 
the Cotswolds, and unusually, built on a square, for free time. 6 miles 
Overnight:  Charingworth Manor (B, L, D)  

Day 7: Transfer to Stanway with its beautiful Manor House and walk across the estate to Stanton, 
which is generally agreed to be a perfect Cotswold village, frozen in time. The main street is lined 
with beautiful golden limestone houses and it is no surprise that Stanton is frequently used as a 
movie location.  Walk via Buckland along the Cotswold Way to beautiful Broadway for lunch. Free 
time in Broadway before returning to your hotel for overnight. 6 miles 
Overnight:  Charingworth Manor (B, L, D) 

Day 8: After breakfast we leave Charingworth Manor to head south. We stop at Bourton-on-the-
Water and then continue to the top of the wolds, from where we walk down to the villages of The 
Barringtons (Little and Great Barrington), ending with a charming stroll along the river into Burford, 
where we spend the final two nights. 5 miles 
Overnight:  The Lamb Inn (B, L ,D) 

Day 9: After a short transfer to Bibury, time to walk around this village, considered by William 
Morris to be "the most beautiful village in England", and an example of perfect local architecture. 
Arlington Row is one of the most photographed group of buildings in the Cotswolds. Across 
country to Coln St. Alwyns and back to Bibury. Return to Burford for dinner and overnight.  
7 miles 
Overnight:  The Lamb Inn (B, L ,D)   

Day 10: Departure after breakfast. (B) 

Self Guided Option:   The Best of the Cotswolds – 8 Nights  /  9 Days 

Day 4:  Arrive Moreton-in-Marsh for overnight  
 
Day 5:  Moreton in Marsh to Stow-on-the-Wold (7 miles/11 kms) Cross the high wolds to Stow-on-
the-Wold, complete with village stocks and picturesque square, via the fantastic Mogul manor house 
at Sezincote and a number of pretty hamlets. Overnight Stow-on-the-Wold. (B) 
 
Day 6:   Stow-on-the-Wold to Bourton-on-the-Water (5 miles – 8 kms) Today’s route from Stow-on-
the-Wold is a leisurely downhill walk across meadows to picturesque Lower Slaughter with its 
working mill and on to Bourton-on-the-Water, with its many attractions. Overnight Bourton-on-the-
Water. (B) 
 
Day 7:   Bourton-on-the-Water to Guiting Power (7 miles/11 kms) The route follows the River 
Windrush to the village of Naunton with its ancient dovecote and on to lovely Guiting Power, where 
the church has a fine Norman arch. Overnight Guiting Power. (B) 
 
Day 5   Guiting Power to Winchcombe (6 miles/9.5 kms) Walk through woods and fields before the 
dramatic descent to the ancient Saxon capital of Winchcombe, close to Sudeley Castle, last resting 
place of Katherine Parr, Henry VIII’s sixth wife. Overnight in Winchcombe, with its fascinating 
church and local museums. (B) 
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Day 8:   Winchcombe to Stanton (7 miles/11 kms) or Broadway (10.5 miles/17 kms) Follow the 
pilgrims’ route to Hailes Abbey, then over the hills to Jacobean Stanway House, with its magnificent 
gatehouse and medieval tithe barn and on to idyllic Stanton. Stay in the small village of Stanton or 
the coaching village of Broadway, where an array of fine houses and inns flank the ‘broad way’. (B) 
 
Day 9:   Stanton or Broadway to Chipping Campden (8 miles/13 kms or 4.5 miles/7 kms) Walk up 
to Broadway Tower, the 18th century folly from where there are fine views across the vale before 
descending to Chipping Campden, the loveliest of all Cotswold villages, with its covered market 
place, beautiful ‘wool’ church, almshouses and silversmith. Overnight in Chipping Campden. (B) 
 
Day 10:   Chipping Campden to Moreton in Marsh (7 miles/11 kms) Pass through the 
charming villages of Broad Campden and Blockley and descend to Batsford, where you may visit the 
arboretum and falconry center. Finally, a pleasant stroll across meadows to Moreton in Marsh. 
Overnight Moreton in Marsh. (B) 
 
Day 11:   Departure after breakfast. (B) 
 
*Ramblers reserves the right to change the itinerary above.  
 
Pricing 
 
London - $1,250 Cotswolds/Guided - $2,575 Cotswolds/Self Guided - $1,250 

• Accommodations 
• Breakfast daily 
• Guided Tour 
• Transfer to Cotswolds 

via Highclere Castle 

• 6 scenic guided walks 
• Accommodations 
• Meals as indicated 
• Sightseeing visits and 

admission fees  
• Ground transportation 

during tour where 
applicable  

• 8 nights accommodations 
• Breakfast daily 
• Luggage transportation each 

walking day 
• Route notes and maps 
• Local emergency back-up 

• All pricing is based on double occupancy 
• All pricing is based on 20 people or less 
• Pricing is based on a September 2015 departure date and is subject to change 
• $500 deposit required to secure your tour 
• Balance due 90 days prior to departure date 
• Please inquire about the amount of single supplement 

 
 
 

 


