
  

 

ILLINOIS TREKKERS FOOTNOTES 
  

 

  

President: Leonard Wojtysiak   Directors-at-Large 

  Vice President:  Debbie Kruep   Tom Stucky 

 Secretary: Cindy Stucky     

 Treasurer: Jack McKeon     

 IT Database Manager, Gary Staley 

 

Our 31st Year 
We are starting on a new year of walking, our 31st!  

After last year it might seem hard to top what we did 

to celebrate our 30th but I believe we will do just 

that!  We have already had a planning meeting to lay 

down plans for 2011.  So put your walking shoes on 

& put your thinking hat on and come out to help 

make this an even better year than last year. 

Written By Leonard 
 

2011 Planning Meeting 
We had our planning meeting in January to plan out 

our 2011 activities.  If you remember early January 

was cold and snowy but the turnout for this meeting 

was tremendous.  We met at our normal club meeting 

place and Dee and I brought a few snacks so we all 

could munch as we planned.  We all think better 

when we eat, don't we?  Trudy & Jerry brought chili 

plus others brought cookies, etc. so we had a feast.  O 

yes I did get a bit side tracked, back to the planning 

meeting. 

We have setup all our walks for 2011. 

Three Mile Thursdays are back on the schedule. 

One bus trip to Louisville, KY in Sept. 

One carpool trip to Cincinnati, OH in Oct. 

Planned Kickoff walks for our YREs. 

Debbie K. worked with her team on advertising. 

Mark K. had us bring our laptops so he could showed 

us how to use Geo-Distance website to map out our 

new trails.  Gary Staley has been using this type of 

websites to do his Eckert trails for a number of year 

with great success. 

With a big group we had a lot of good ideas to think 

about in planning future events. 

Written By Leonard 
 

Soup Walk 
Our 2nd annual soup walk will take place Feb 26 at 

Faith Lutheran Church (club meeting location).  The 

proceeds from this walk will be donated to the O'Fal-

lon Food Pantry.  So please bring one can of soup to 

put into the Poor Man Soup Pot and one (or  more) 

can(s) of soup plus any donations will be given to the 

food pantry. 

The walk will go through the northern part of town 

with a number of special events along the way. 

Plan to spend some time walking and enjoying hot 

soup and fresh baked bread at the end of your walk. 

Written By Dee 
 

Dues Are Overdue 
Club membership dues were due in January for 2011.  

Please send your check so you will not be deleted 

from our club membership.  Send it to our club ad-

dress and it will get to our club treasurer. 

 

IVV Event Awards 
Members listed in the February/March 2011 issue of 

The American Wanderer having accomplished an 

award for: 

   Events  Distance 

Linda Badger      6,500 KM 

William Badger   575 

Shirley McKeon    1,500 KM 

Patricia Malina   375 

William Malina   20,000 KM 

Carol Staley    500    5,000 KM 

Gary Staley    950 

 

Congratulations for completing a new milestone in 

your walking adventures 

 

NO. 2011-01                                                               February 2011 



  

 

VOLKSPORTING 101 
Q1: We were wondering, what's the difference between 

AVA and IVV? 

  

IVV - This is the international parent organization which 

is headquartered in Germany. Many nations have chapters. 

Our AVA is one of the chapters of these "International 

Popular Sports Clubs." The AVA pays dues to the IVV, 

and we have adopted their awards program.  We have 
votes as a member nation with the IVV.  

AVA - This is our national organization. Fees are paid to 

keep our national organization going in support of the 

member clubs. The AVA heads up nation-wide programs 

and processes our awards for us. Our officers are all vo-
lunteers.  

  

Q2: Our IVV 10 event books are almost completed, what 

do we do with the books, and what is the next step to get 

the next event book? 

  

To receive your first award, send your completed record 

book to the AVA at the address on the cover of the book.  

You will receive the appropriate award for your completed 

books.  You will also receive the IVV Record of 

Achievement Awards (Pass Book) (AKA. Red , White, 

and Blue book). 

You can purchase new books from our club or from the 

AVA to continue logging Volksporting events.    

  

  

Q3: What's A Red, White, and Blue Book? 

This is a log book that is sent to the AVA with your event 

and distance book for the AVA to record event and dis-

tance totals.   

  

Q4: How and when do we get an AVA registration num-

ber? 

When corresponding or calling AVA Headquarters con-

cerning your IVV awards, please use your Record of 

Achievement number (passbook is red, white and blue) 

located on the front of your passbook. If you are getting 

your first award, this number and passbook will be as-

signed to you upon redeeming your first book. If you are a 

Volkssports Associate Member, please do not confuse the 

two numbers, i.e., an associate number begins with the 

prefix VAI, VAF or VAL-XXXX. 

  

Thanks for all the questions.. It is nice to see that we have 

people out there that are really are getting into volksport-

ing!  Keep the questions coming!  No question is beyond 

an answer! 

Written By Mark 

Gingerbread Cookie Walk 
   Despite the pouring rain we had a record number of 

walkers this year for the cookie walk. Three hundred and 

seventy-four walkers were registered on walk day. We 

sold out of the three hundred cookie bags on December 

1st. Some pre-registered walkers decided against walking 

in the never-ending rain, but overall we still had about 

three hundred and thirty walkers. Walkers from Nebraska, 

Kansas, Missouri, Indiana and the Chicago area came and 

spent the day with us. Thanks to all the wonderful club 

members who helped with the cutting of gingerbread men, 

the pre-registration, the walking and talking promotion, 

the marking of the trail, and working the tables on walk 

day, this would not be possible without you!   

   We had some new stops this year as well as some past 

favorites. New, were the street carolers, a barbershop 

quartet, and an instrumental group at Belleville City Hall. 

Speaking of City Hall, the mayor enjoyed greeting most of 

the walkers in the morning at the City Hall cookie stop. 

He was very impressed by our walkers and can’t wait to 

see us again next year. Here is a toast to next year! 

Written By Debbie 

 

Kansas City Trip 
   The first trip in many years for the Illinois Trekkers took 

a full bus of walkers to Kansas City, Mo the first weekend 

in December. Our first stop was Independence, and a walk 

past many President Truman sites. Afterwards hot Choco-

late at Clinton’s drug store where Truman worked as a 

teen hit the spot. A quick check into the hotel and some of 

us were off to The Cheesecake Factory while others ven-

tured to nearby eateries. After dinner we walked to the 

start point of The Lights on the Plaza. The weather was 

perfect and the night was beautiful amid all the lights. We 

ended back at the hotel for games and beverage for the 

night owls. Sunday morning the bus took us to the City 

Market where we were met by the local club and some of 

their walkers. They led two groups of walkers for the local 

YRE. What a great group of hospitable volkporters. Lunch 

was across the river to Kansas City, KS at the T-Rex Res-

taurant. We dined among the roaring Dinosaurs and aqua-

riums filled with tropical fish. The food was great too! On 

our way home our last stop was Nostalgiaville, an ode to 

the Rock & Roll era, complete with poodle skirts and any-

thing Betty Boop! 

    Well, are you ready to do it again? We had such a great 

response to our trip that we decided to try organizing one 

trip a year. Carol Neff has agreed to partner with Deb 

Kruep again. In 2011 we will be going to the Louisville 

KY area. The tentative dates are Labor Day weekend, 

September 3, 4, & 5th. We invite you to join us. More in-

formation will be posted as it becomes available. 

Written By Debbie 



  

 
Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to all of 

you that are celebrating either or both of these special 

occasions this month. 

 

Carpool Corner 
Would you like to carpool or caravan to the New Sa-

lem area on April 9? There are two walks back to 

back that day in the same area. One goes through 

Lincoln’s New Salem, complete with log cabins. 

Many weekends there are historical commentators 

located in many of the buildings ready to tell you 

about life in the villager during Lincoln’s time, the 

buildings, the role they are portraying in the commu-

nity during the life of Lincoln. If you are interested, 

have a van or need a ride please email Deb at deb-

markkruep@yahoo.com. Departure time and place 

will be listed in the Walk Alert and April’s Foot-

notes. 
Written By Debbie 

 

Trekker Bucks 
2011 is a good year to volunteer and help lead the 

club to higher levels.  Volunteering can earn you 

Trekker Bucks.  The Trekkers Bucks may be used for 

Illinois Trekkers events or purchase merchandise that 

is sold by Illinois Trekkers.  Ways to earn these valu-

able Trekker Bucks are club leadership as an officer 

or committee chairman, working or sponsoring an 

event or sanctioned walk, and attend or bring re-

freshments to a meeting.  Refer to the Trekker Buck 

program on the website.   

If you have any questions how the program works, 

contact Dee Wojtysiak. 

Written By Dee 

"Trekkin" Dates for your Calendar 

02/28/11  Soup Walk,      O'Fallon, IL 

03/26/11  Snows YRE Kickoff   Belleville, IL 
 
 
 

Footnotes” is a monthly (except January) publication of 
the Illinois Trekkers Volkssport Club 

 
FOOTNOTES SUBMISSIONS 

Send articles and/or comments to” Footnotes” via email to:  
lpw46@sbcglobal.net 

 
WEBSITES 

           HQ AVA – http://ava.org/ 
           Illinois Trekkers –  
           http://www.illinois-trekkers.org/events.html 

mailto:debmarkkruep@yahoo.com
mailto:debmarkkruep@yahoo.com
http://ava.org/
http://www.illinois-trekkers.org/events.html


  

Illinois Trekkers Volkssport Club Meeting Minutes November 4, 2010 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  7:00 pm by Leonard Wojtysiak 

OFFICERS PRESENT:  Leonard Wojtysiak, Debbie Kruep, Jack McKeon, Cindy 

Stucky 

VISITORS:  None 

NEW MEMBERS:  Joyce Vedirt 

SECRETARY’S REPORT:  Cindy Stucky- Correction to the minutes—the price for 

the Christmas party is $15 and not $13 as recorded in the minutes.  

CORRECTIONS: The price for the Christmas party is $15, not $13 

Motion: Shirley McKeon           Second: Phyllis Herring 

Motion passed. 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Jack McKeon- Balance as of October 31, 2010 $4,198.94     

Motion:  Robin Latrick            Second:  Mark Kruep  Motion passed. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Leonard Wojtysiak 

 

National Convention will be in Des Moines Iowa in June, 2011. Walking sticks will be  

available for purchase at convention. The club may sponsor a basket for auction at 

the convention.   

 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 Awards and Achievements:  Wil Clark- none    

 Services and Properties: Dee Wojtysiak – no report        

Publicity:  Debbie Kruep –  Publicity committee: Trudy Duffman, Nikki Wil-

coxen, Tom Stucky  The Illinois Trekkers Facebook page is slowly growing.  

We currently have 18 members.  We will be sponsoring Volkssporting 101 

geared for members who are new to Volkssporting.  Questions can be e-

mailed to Mark Kruep. 

Special Activities- Christmas party-need to register and pay no later than 

November 23, at the Shrine walk  

AD HOC COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Refreshments: This month’s refreshments were provided Jan Haake & Rob 

Pilington 

Footnotes:  No report 

Club Points Manager:  Dee Wojtysiak – No report    

          Data Base Admin: Gary Staley- None   

 Website News: None  

REPORT ON YEAR ROUND EVENTS (YREs): 



  

Our Lady of the Snows:  Jack & Shirley McKeon – 4 for month, 70 for year  

Richland Creek: Packy & Sue Botula –  In the 60s for the year  

Maryville:  Gary Staley – Walk – 41 Bike - 31 

Belleville YMCA Walk/Bike:  Packy & Sue Botula – 61 for year, 20 bike 

Fenton:  Cindy Stucky –26 for the month and 76 YTD  

 

 OLD BUSINESS:   

Leonard thanked the workers who volunteered at the winery walk in Coffeen, IL. 

 

On the Kansas City trip the pickup spots will be in Belleville at Debbie’s shop and 

the St. Louis pickup is at the Plaza Frontenac Hilton Hotel  

The bus is paid for and the rooms are all reserved.  

There are two spots available for the Kansas City trip.    

 

NEW BUSINESS:  UPCOMING WALKS:   

(1) Ridgewalkers, Hoopeston, November 6 

(2) Illinois Trekkers, Lady of Snows, November 23 

(3) Cedar Cruisers, Okawville, December 5 

(4) Illinois Trekkers, Cookie Walk, December 11 – We will have an instrumental 

group, choral group, barbershop quartet.  We have 40 NHS volunteers.  The sign- 

up sheet is available.  We need two workers at the start, greeters, and sales. Also 

need two people to sit at a preregistration table at the preview party on Sunday, 

November 21.   

 

If interested in ordering the new Starting Point mark the attendance sheet or e-

mail Leonard or Dee Wojtysiak.   

 

Club Officer elections: President: Leonard Wojtysiak, Vice President: Debbie 

Kruep, Treasurer: Jack McKeon, Secretary: Cindy Stucky 

 

Motion to accept the slate: Packy Botula Second: Robin Latrick  Motion passed. 

 

ATTENDANCE DRAWING:  Carol Rezniak is the lucky winner of a free club walk. 

NEXT MEETING:  December 3, 2010 (Christmas party) 

MEETING ADJOURNED:   Motion:   Tom Stucky Motion passed. 

Submitted by Cindy Stucky 

Secretary Illinois Trekkers 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

2011 YREs 
Belleville “Richland Creek” Greenway (Walk) 

St. Elizabeth Hospital, Main Lobby Visitors Desk, 211 S. 3rd Street, Belleville, IL.  

Contact: (618) 830-7548 
 

Belleville-YMCA (Walk/Bike) 

YMCA, 2627 Carlyle Ave., East Belleville, IL.  

Contact:  (618) 236-9521 

 

CMT YMCA (Walk/Bike) 

YMCA, 1 Town Center Dr, Maryville, IL,  

Contact:  (618) 344-0225. 

 
National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows (Walk) 

Shrine Motel, 451 S. De Mazenod Dr., Belleville, IL.  

 Contact:, (618) 210-0633 
 

St Louis – Fenton, Mo (Walk) 

Riverchase of Fenton Recreation Center, 990 Horan, Fenton, MO. 63026.  

Contact:  (636) 282-2964. 
 


