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It's Time To Party 

Yes, another year has gone by and it is time to Party! 

We will have our Christmas party instead of our 

normal meeting.  The party will be at our normal 

meeting place - Faith Lutheran Church. 

I love our social time because it gives me time to talk 

to you without other things on my mind like a walk 

or a meeting.    We will have a short meeting to in-

stall our new officers: 

President:  Debbie Kruep 

Vice President:  Cindy Stucky 

Secretary:  Nikki Wilcoxen 

Treasurer:  Jack McKeon 

Will see all of you that have signed up for the party 

on Thursday night. 

Written  by Leonard Wojtysiak 
 

Gingerbread Cookie Walk 
Don’t forget to register for this year’s Cookie Walk. 

December 1
st
 is the last day. If we have any bags left 

on walk day they will be sold on a first come first 

serve basis. This year we will be bringing you a cou-

ple of special stops. City Hall will have the soft 

sounds of Jan Bono’s keyboard with classic, jazz and 

Christmas music.  Quizno’s will give of the ever 

popular Barbershop music. Throughout the streets 

will be the “Maroon Majic” Christmas carolers and 

Sam the Gingerbread Man who may just surprise you 

with a gift! A new “twist will be at the Line-X cookie 

stop where there will be balloons galore! The “Bal-

loon Man” may twist one for you. Not collecting 

cookies, no worry, you can always celebrate an old 

fashioned Christmas on this walk. We want to turn 

everyone into a kid again if only just for one day! 

Let’s pray for good weather. What is that you say? 

Well, how about a nip in the air, a little sun, and 

maybe towards the end of the day just a sprinkling of 

white in the air. 

Written by Deb Kruep 

 

 

Gingerbread Cookie Walk Workshop 
When:     Friday December 2, 7:00pm 

Where:   220 Clearwater Dr 

               Belleville, Il 62220 

Who: Anyone and everyone who would like to help 

write up start cards and finish up last minute details 

for the cookie walk and mural program. Please bring 

a smile and a willing hand and a lot of fun will be 

had. I am sure a little wine and games will be added. 

Some snacks and beverages will be provided but if 

there is something special you would like, please feel 

free to bring it with you. 

Written by Deb Kruep 

 

“WAY OF LIGHTS” WALK 
NATIONAL SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF THE 

SNOWS 

Jack & Shirley McKeon 

We had a dreary and misty day with moderate tem-

peratures.  However, eighty-seven (87) brave souls 

came to walk and enjoy this year’s volksmarch on 

Tuesday, November 22, 2011.
  
 The spectacular won-

derland of lights was bigger and brighter still.   

This is the third year for this particular 5K trail -- re-

peated to do the 10K.  We used the glow-in-the-dark 

arrows, which aren’t very effective when you haven’t 

had sun in days.  Again we gave glow sticks to indi-

viduals — always fun.   

Andy Knopik and his son Ed Knopik were on the 

spot to make their famous Russian Tea a total hit.  

Special thanks to you, Andy and Ed--we always en-

joy this part of the event--the tea was wonderful as 

usual.   

We thank EVERYONE for their help—you are al-

ways there for us and we definitely appreciate it.  We 

want to send a big thank you to the National Shrine 

of Our Lady of the Snows personnel, Beth in particu-

lar.  All personnel at the Shrine work to make this a 

more pleasant and memorable event for all partici-

pants. 
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Trekker Bucks 
The 2011 points have been calculated and the Trek-

ker Bucks issued. This is a “Thank You” to the mem-

bers that have volunteered to help in the operation of 

the club. The Trekkers Bucks may be used for Illinois 

Trekkers events such as paying for the Christmas 

Party or paying for walk registration.  Merchandise 

such as walking books or the 2012 Start Point book 

may be purchased with Trekker Bucks.  If you have 

not received your Trekker Bucks, I will have them at 

the Christmas Party.  Be ready to earn 2012 bucks by 

attending the meeting, serving refreshments, working 

or planning a 2012 walk.  If you have any questions 

contact Dee Wojtysiak. 

Written by Dee Wojtysiak 
 

America’s Murals 
The walking America’s Murals program is just 

around the corner. It starts January 1, 2012 and runs 

until December 31, 2014. If you are interested in 

walking this program books will be available at the 

Gingerbread workshop and at all 2012 meetings and 

regular events. Each book is $10. After completing a 

walk that passes a qualifying mural, stamp your 

America’s Mural book. After twenty walks you may 

turn the book in at any regular event or Trekker meet-

ing to collect your mural patch. There are over 200 

YRE events that qualify for this program. I am look-

ing forward to finding all the ones in our area and 

maybe a few beyond. Not to mention a few tradition-

al events. I think I feel a mural hunting weekend 

coming. Let’s find the adventure. 

Written by Deb Kruep 

 

Miles ‘n’ Missouri  (From last month) 
Memorial Day weekend 2012 we are pooling togeth-

er our resources with the Missouri clubs and hosting 

a weekend of walks, bike and swims in and around 

Boonville, Missouri. Please mark May 26, 27 & 28 

on your calendar. The trails are brand new, just for 

this weekend only. We will be walking in Boonville, 

Arrow Rock, and Rocheport. Biking will be on the 

infamous Katy Trail. History abounds here, from civ-

il war battles, early farmsteads, trains and steam-

boats. There will be two walks Saturday, two on 

Sunday and one on Monday. Tentatively, the Illinois 

Trekkers walk will be on Monday at the Missouri 

River Valley Steam Engine Ranch and Warm Springs 

Ranch right outside of Boonville. Warm Springs 

Ranch is the home of the Anheuser Busch Clydes-

dales. This is the only place where world famous 

team of horses are born and bred. It is home to ap-

proximately 120 mares, foals and stallions at any giv-

en time. Our walk will take us past pastures and 

buildings. If you would like the official tour we have 

arranged a discount for our walkers. On the tour you 

will learn about the lives and breeding of these mag-

nificent horses. You will even get to meet some per-

sonally. Our club will also be hosting the weenie 

roast at Harley Park on Sunday evening.  You may 

sign up for the roast at any walk on Saturday. We 

will need workers for Monday’s walk and Sunday 

evening at the Weenie Roast otherwise you are free 

to enjoy all the featured walks. Our host hotels are 

the Comfort Inn in Boonville and the Isle of Capri 

Hotel and Casino also in Boonville. The block code 

for the special rate is AVA. If you have spare time 

and want to see the local sights. There is the peddlers 

jamboree Saturday evening, Les Bourgeois winery 

and restaurant, and the best Memorial Day Event in 

the Midwest in Columbia, Mo if you’d like to catch it 

our your way home. 

Written by Deb Kruep 
 

"Trekkin" Dates for your Calendar 

12/01/11   Trekker Xmas Party O'Fallon, IL 

12/10/11   Cookie Walk  Bellville, IL 
 

 
Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to all of 

you that are celebrating either or both of these special 

occasions this month. 

 
Footnotes” is a monthly (except January) publication 

of the Illinois Trekkers Volkssport Club 

 
FOOTNOTES SUBMISSIONS 

Send articles and/or comments to” Footnotes” via 
email to:  lpw46@sbcglobal.net 

 
WEBSITES 

           HQ AVA – http://ava.org/ 
           Illinois Trekkers –  
           http://www.illinois-trekkers.org/events.html 

  

http://ava.org/
http://www.illinois-trekkers.org/events.html


Illinois Trekkers Volkssport Club Meeting Minutes November 3, 2011 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  7:00 pm by Leonard Wojtysiak 

OFFICERS PRESENT:  Leonard Wojtysiak, Debbie Kruep, Cindy Stucky, Jack McKeon 

OFFICERS ABSENT:  None 

VISITORS:  None 

NEW MEMBERS:  Margaret Szelmeczka 

SECRETARY’S REPORT:  Cindy Stucky – Attached to Footnotes 

CORRECTIONS: None 

Motion:  Dee Wojtysiak          Second: Shirley McKeon   Motion passed 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Balance as of October 31, 2011 $5,528.04  

Motion: Nikki Wilcoxen    Second: Ray Keith    Motion passed. 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Leonard Wojtysiak 

Leonard thanked the club members for their support during the past year. 

 

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 Awards and Achievements:  Wil Clark- none    

 Services and Properties: Dee Wojtysiak – no report        

Publicity:  Debbie Kruep – None 

Special Activities- None 

 

AD HOC COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Refreshments: This month’s refreshments were provided by Rob Pilkington and Jan 

Haake.  December is the Christmas party.  The signup sheet is available for 2012. 

Footnotes:  No report 

Club Points Manager:  Dee Wojtysiak – Trekker bucks will be available to members at the 

Snows walks.      

          Data Base Admin: Gary Staley- None   

 Website News: None  

     

REPORT ON YEAR ROUND EVENTS (YREs): 

Our Lady of the Snows:  Jack & Shirley McKeon – 6 for month, 56 for year  

Richland Creek: Debbie Kruep – 9 for month, 54 YTD 

Maryville:  Gary Staley – Walk: 39 YTD  –   YTD Bike - 22 

Belleville YMCA Walk/Bike:  Packy & Sue Botula – walk 65 YTD, 15 YTD bike 

Fenton:  Cindy Stucky – 5 for the month and 44 YTD  

 

OLD BUSINESS:   

Christmas party will be December 1 at the church at 5:30 for fellowship and dinner at 6:30.  

The cost is $15 per member and $19 for nonmembers.  The deadline to signup is November 26.  

The meal is a catered event.  Club members should bring their favorite dessert.  We will have a 



$10 gift exchange if you want to participate.    

 

NEW BUSINESS:  UPCOMING WALKS:   

November 5, 2011 Maryville YMCA Registration is 8:15 and walk will start at 8:30 

November 22, 2011 Snows walk.  The start time is 3:00-6:00 and off the trail by 8:00 

December 10, 2011 Cookie walk.  We will have a work shop on December 2 and the Kruep’s home 

at 7:00 p.m. to prepare start cards.   

 

New special programs beginning in 2012 include Strutting across Main Street, Murals, Strolling 

over the Rainbow 

 

Debbie Kruep motioned that the club make a donation of $50.00 to the Salt Lick Preservation  

for their support of the Valmeyer walk.  Second: Rob Pilkington     Motion passed 

 

Election of 2012 officers: 

President:  Debbie Kruep 

Vice President: Cindy Stucky 

Treasurer:  Jack McKeon 

Secretary:  Nikki Wilcoxen 

 

Motion to accept the slate of candidates by acclamation made by Tom Stucky 

Second:  Trudy Duffman 

Motion passed. 

 

Rob Pilkington volunteered to get a speaker on walking shoes for the February meeting.   

 

Debbie Kruep thanked Mark Kruep and Carol Reznicek for representing Illinois Trekkers at a 

health fair.   

 

ATTENDANCE DRAWING:  Dee Wojtysiak is the lucky winner of a free club walk. 

 

NEXT MEETING:  December 1, 2011.  We will have a very short meeting prior to the Christmas 

party. 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED:   Motion: Nikki Wilcoxen  Second:  Tom Stucky  

 

Submitted by Cindy Stucky 

Secretary Illinois Trekkers 


